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The greatest of fnui&s,){fmuld say,
is to be conscions}-nou.
— Carlyle

ry

Suppose you were o Flying Safety Officer and hod the
opportunity to sit down ond tglk shop for o few minutes
with one of the real old Pro's — one of the grects in Air
Force history. -

We conducted on imagilary interview by letter with just
such a mon, a retired Major Generol. Here are some of his

flying philesophiggs

o The pilgt is fully responsible for the operation of
| the aircrofty
f . an.u_'%u aircraft ond its limitations, then maintain o
| high degree of proficiency under conditions required of the
mjssian.
a “ e a The better the fee) of the aircraft, the safer the pilot.
e Prepare for flight not for cresh.
o o Plan theflight in the detail that the mission requires.
¢ Analyze the weather doto personally. Belleve the
forecoster only when you can check his briefing on the
; charts availoble.
e Keep chead of the flight —onticipate what is ahead,
o Know emergency precedures but don’t proctice them
g at the expense of proficiency. A good pilot can always da
. more with an aircraft under real emergency conditions thon
when simulated.

o Fly frequently —ot least one flight per week ond
don't spend it all on touch and go's.

+ Don't be o shaw-off. Do not compete with other pilots
h B except during scheduled ond controlled flights.
. o Health ond fotigue are important factors and should

never be compromised, Important here is ghysical comfort
in the cockpit ta include flying clothing and persenal
equipment.

e Crew discipline is vital to safety.

o The maintenance crew Is responsible and occounke
oble for the ready status of the aircraft.

o The serious emergencies | have experienced were
attributable to moteriel fuilure. Therefore, the Alr Force
should do everything possible to insure that contractors
dellver reliable equipment.

s The active and proficient old pilots {over 40) can
contribute to safety by setting geoed examples.

o Fly only if you love and enjoy it. When it biicomes @
chare, ‘tis time to stop.

Hope you like them. Now, how @bout giving us some of
your pet idecs on flying?

Colonel James X. Johnson
Chief
Office of Safety
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chance for a misunderstanding.
You might say he was a very
professional communicator. My
only criticiam was thathe gaked
the pilot (o reset his gyro
shortly after he got him on
course,

We all learned something
from this flight. The pilot
learned that prior totake-off, it
pays to follow the line-up partof
the check list. I learned that
radar equipped centers candoa
beautiful job of vectoring air-
craft around thunder bumpers,
even with gyro out, and are
happy to give that service when
equipment and traffie permit.
Also, once they start the
vectoring they ecan't drop you
unless their wegpon hecomes
bent or you request they do so.
The controller learned that you
¢an’t reset the heading indicator
in the T-bird like you can the
DG in the old Gooney.

when the watch supervisor
found that I was anold T-birder,
he immediately asked when we
planned to equip our T's with
TACAN, I had checked with DM
that very morning andhad found
thit the estimated starting date
for the mod would be Janusry
Jg3—compleotion date February
’64, ] passed him the infor-
mation. He sighed heavily and
remarked that TACAN equipped
types were much easier to
control,

Inctdentally; the controllers
are always polsed for a radio
failure when a T-33 is under
their control. They have learned
many tricks of the trade onhow
best to utilize radar modes and
codes. For instance, they cai
tell if you're receiving by

16

requesting you to change
squawks. If your transmitter is
out they can clear you fromone
flight level to another and tell
when you vacate one and arrive
at the other by the same method.
They may also have you
acknowledge Instructions by
using the ident switch.

A considerable numher of
the controllers have military
experience, often with flying
type backgrounds. The require~
ments for entry into ‘the field
are rather rigid from a mental
and physical standpoint. They
must pass a Class II flying
physical and complete two
months of school at Oklahoma
City. The washout rate at school
is about 259, After the scheol
they spend about 18 moaths
copying cleapances and acting

s i ey B =

fore they can work the position
alone, They specialize by
sectors or positions and must be
checked out on other sectors
before working them.

Pay is good by military
standards since they starttheir
training at a reasonably high
Civil Service GSrating, but they
have their problems tco, They
cun be suspended without pay
for what might be consgidered a
very small deviation in proce-
dures. Whengver acomplaintor
hazard report involving
procedures is made to the
center, all coutrollers involved
in the {ncident must be
immadiately removed from the
job. They remairn suspended
until it is definitely determined
whether they were at famlt, If
they are cleared they are

This battery of recorders puts all radle conversation on fape for later reference

as assistant controllers. Then
they are evaluated for retention
or release, If retained, they go
through a formal controlier
training course for twoorthree
months and then OJT, After
completing OJT, each must he
certified by two supervisors be-

roturned to duty, otherwise,
appropriate administrative
action is taken.

The day before my visit, a
complaint had been filed againat
the center by a military pilot.
He hsag filed VFR on top, One
hundred-mile radius of his

AUGUST 1962






Letters to the editor


User
Typewritten Text
Letters to the editor

User
Typewritten Text





Stop in time with the BAK-9


User
Typewritten Text
Stop in time with the BAK-9

User
Typewritten Text


Ol' Sarge says:


User
Typewritten Text
Ol' Sarge says:

User
Typewritten Text


300,00 years of progress


User
Typewritten Text
300,00 years of progress

User
Typewritten Text





chock talk


User
Typewritten Text
chock talk

User
Typewritten Text








well done


User
Typewritten Text
well done 

User
Typewritten Text


CREW CHIEF OF THE MONTH

For bis excellent performance as on RB-66C
Crew Chiet, STAFF SERGEANT JOHN A.
EVANS of the 343d Tocticol Reconnaissance
Wing, Show Alr Force Base; Seuth Carolina,
has been selected us the Tactical Air
Commond Crew Chief of the Month. Sergeony

Evans maintains his oircraft in- on extremely

efficient manner, keeping it always clean and
ready for scheduled missions. During o
vecent 15-day period, his circraft flew nearly
19 hours in six flights even though it was
grounded for o dauble engine change during
the period. The engine changes were
required for T.0.C. Sqt Evons is very co-
operative and often helps others in hig flight
mainiain high in-vommission tates on their
sircraft,

RECOGNI

MAINTENANCE MAN OF THE MONTH

TECHNICAL SERGEANT EMERSON L.
STARKEY of the 4520th Combot CTraw
Treining Wing, Nellis Aj¢ Force Base,
Nevade, has been selected os Tactical Air
Command Maintenance Man of the Month for
his excellent performance as o Weopons
Maintenance Supervisor. Sergeant Starkey is
thoroughly fomiliar with specicl weapons
loading procedures and is well quolified to
tiouble-shoot all F.100 weapons systems. He
is coreful to insure that all maintenance
performed under his sepervigion s
accomplished in o superior manner, He is @
extremely capoble individuel. Recently he
was recognized for the troining und valuoble
assistence in speciol weatpons loading of
F-1000 ond F-105D uirerait he gave to on
Air Training Commend Instructor Tioining
Team,
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